
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-015 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA; REPEALING CHAPTER 5 - AMELIA 
ISLAND, ARTICLE III. -AMELIA ISLAND SIGN ORDINANCE IN ITS 
ENTIRETY; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, on October 11 , 1988 the Board of County Commissioners adopted Ordinance 
89-1 the "Amelia Island Sign Ordinance;" and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 163, Part II, Florida Statutes, known as the "Community Planning 
Act" requires local government to establish and implement Comprehensive Plans to preserve, 
promote, protect, and improve public health, safety, comfort, good order, appearance, 
convenience, law enforcement and fire prevention, and general welfare; and 

WHEREAS, Section 163.3202, Florida Statutes requires the implementation of land 
development regulations to provide for the regulation of signage; and 

WHEREAS, regulation of signage is currently contained in multiple sections of the Code 
of Nassau County and in the Land Development Code; and 

WHEREAS, regulation of signage for all unincorporated county must be consolidated into 
the Nassau County Land Development Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds it necessary to Repeal Chapter 5 
- Amelia Island, Article III. Amelia Island Sign Ordinance and consolidate the regulation of 
signage in Article 30 of the Land Development Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners find it in the best interests and welfare 
of the citizens of Nassau County to consolidate sign regulations with the Land Development Code. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 
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SECTION 1. REPEALING CHAPTER 5 AMELIA ISLAND, ARTICLE III, AMELIA 
ISLAND SIGN ORDINANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICLE Ill. AMELIA ISLAND SICN ORDINANCE 

See. 5 51. Title. 

This article shall be knov,rn as the II Amelia Island Sign Ordinance. 11 

See. 5 52. Purpose and intent. 

The purpose of this article is to establish uniform standards for signs within the 
unincorporated areas of Amelia Island that are consistent with and complementary to the scale 
and character of the residential/resort community located on the south end of Amelia Island and 
the historic City of Fernandina Beach located on the north end of Amelia Island. Furthermore, it 
is the purpose and intent of this article to protect and preserve the health, safety, 1.velfare, 
appearance, and general wellbeing of the citizens of the county and, specifically, Amelia Island 
through uniform regulations that: 

(a) Facilitate easy and effective communication from signs to persons seeking such 
information. 

(b) Protect motorists from unduly distracting signs that could cause unsafe conditions. 

(c) Ensure the installation, replacement, and maintenance of all signs in compliance with 
the Florida Building Code as adopted by the county and other applicable public safety 
requirements . 

This article does not apply to information and directional signs erected by the federal , state, 
or local governments within the public right of way. 

See. 5 53. Sign distriets. 

This article hereby establishes the follov,ring districts for the purpose of regulating signs on 
Amelia Island: 

(a) Residential District. This district includes all lands located on Amelia Island within the 
following zoning districts as defined by the zoning atlas of the county, and Ordinance 
83 19, as amended: 

(I) Residential , Single Family Estate (RS E) 

(2) Residential, Single Family 1 (RS 1) 

(3) Residential, Single Family 2 (RS 2) 

(4) Residential, ~foced (RM) 

(5) Residential , Tovmhouse (RT) 
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(6) Residential, General I (RG 1) 

(7) Residential, General 2 (RG 2) 

(8) Residential, Mobile Homes (RMH) 

(9) Rural Open (OR) 

(b) Commercial mul l1ul,ustrial District. This district includes all lands located on Amelia 
Island within the follmving zoning districts as defined by the zoning atlas of the 
county, and Ordinance 83 19, as amended: 

(1) Commercial, Neighborhood (CN) 

(2) Commercial, General (CG) 

(3) Commercial, Intensive (CI) 

(4) Commercial, Highv,,ay and Tourist (CHT) 

(5) Commercial , Professional and Office (CPO) 

(6) Industrial, Warehousing (IW) 

(7) Industrial, Heavy (IH) 

(c) Government Use District. This district includes all lands located on Amelia Island 
within the Government Use District (GU) as defined by the zoning atlas of the county, 
and Ordinance 83 19, as amended. 

(d) Planned District. This district includes all lands located on Amelia Island within 
Planned Unit Development Districts (PUD) and Planned Development Districts (PDD) 
as defined by the zoning atlas of the county, and Ordinance 83 19, as amended. 

(e) Resort Overlay District. This district includes a combination of residential , 
commercial, and public uses Located on the south end of Amelia Island. These uses 
share a common orientation to the resort developments, recreational opportunities, and 
historic attractions of Amelia Island. Unlike the other districts defined above, the 
Resort Overlay District unifies the signage of different uses within different districts by 
regulating lighting, landscaping, character, and size. This district includes all lands 
located on Amelia Island vlithin the area delineated in exhibit "A" . 

Exhibit "A", 1vvhich delineates the Resort Overlay District, referred to in § 5 53(e) above, has not 
been set out in this Code but is on file and available for inspection in the offices of the 
county. 

See. 5 54. Sign regulations by distriet. 

The following types of signs are permitted by district: 

(a) Residential District. 

( 1) Real estate sign. 
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a. Real estate signs located in an RT, RG 1, RG 2, RMH, or zoning district 
shall not exceed: 

1. Sixteen ( 16) square feet in area, and 

2. One ( 1) sign for every two hundred (200) feet of frontage or 
portion thereof up to a maximum of four (4) real estate signs per 
pareeh 

b. A real estate sign located in an RS E, RS 1, RS 2, or RM zoning district 
shal I not exceed: 

I. SiJc (6) square feet in area, and 

2. One (1) sign per lot, parcel, or unit. 

c. Shall be removed from the subject premises within ten (10) business days 
following the real estate transaction. 

d. Shall not be illuminated. 

(2) ,hfameplate. Professional nameplate, residential nameplate, identification sign or 
address shall not eJrneed two (2) square feet. 

(3) Political sign. Shall be removed within two (2) '.Veeks following the election in 
,.vhich the candidate (or issue) is eliminated or elected. 

(4) Rag. 

a. No portion of any flag when e),tended to is maximum length shall be closer 
than eighteen (18) inches horizontally to a property line. 

b. No portion of any flag when extended to its maximum length or flag pole 
shall be closer than eight (8) feet horizontally or vertically from any 
electrical conduit, public utility pole, or guy 'Nire. 

(5) Construction sign. 

a. Shall not exceed one ( 1) sign for each contractor, sub contractor, or supplier 
per active construction project. 

b. Shall flot be illuminated. 

c. Shall not exceed thirty two (32) square feet in area for the gefleral contractor, 
and six (6) square feet in area for any subcontractor or supplier ,.vhen located 
in an RT, RG 1, RG 2, RMH, or OR zoning district. 

d. Shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area for the general contractor, 
and six (6) square feet in area for any subcofltractor or supplier when located 
in an RS E, RS 1, RS 2, or RM zoning district. 

(6) Permanent sttbdivisiot~ or deveJopnwnt sign. 

a. Shall not exceed forty eight (48) square feet in area. 
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b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

Shall not exceed two (2) signs per roadway entrance to th bd .', . • 
development. e su 1, 1s10n or 

Shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height. 

:h.~1~ be limited to the name of the subdivision, development, address and 
e~ e oper name or logo. ' 

S~1all have a landscaped area around its base ·.vhich extends a minimum 
distance of three (3) feet in all directions. Such landscaped areas shall be 
:,omple~ely cove~ed by ground cover and shrubs, hedges, or similar 
• egetative matenals. 

May be externally illuminated. 

May be located within the right of 1,,vay ,. ·ith appro' ·al of th • 
subject to site plan or subdivision revie\.:,~ ' e county engmeer, 

(?) Teniporary sHbdivision or deve!Of)ment sign. 

a. Shall not exceed one (1) sign per road,.,ay entrance to bd. • • d n SU IVlSIOn Or 

uevelopment. 

b. Shall not exceed thirty tv,ro (32) square feet in area . 

C. Shall be removed when ninety five (95) percent of the subd' • • 
---1 1 · 1v1swn or 
ueve opment 1s sold. 

d. Shall not be illuminated. 

(8) On site directional orpHblie service sign. 

a. May' be installed as needed. 

b. Shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area. 

(9) PHblie warning sign. 

a. Shall not e)weed four (4) square feet in area when located in an RT RG l 
RG 2, RMH, or OR zoning district. ' ~ ' 

b. Shall not exceed tv,ro (2) square feet in area ·Nhen located in an RS E Rs 
RS 2, or RM zoning district. ' ' l, 

C. Shal~ ~ot exceed a reasonable number as determined by the zoning 
adm1mstrator. 

( 10) ~~sonal display ~r d-eeoratio~i . May be installed at the discretion of property 
o ffner or tenant without permit 1,vhen otherwise consistent with this article. 

( I I ) Special event sign. 

a. May be installed as needed 1.vith the approval of the zoning administrator. 

b. Shall be limited to a one ( l) month period of time. 

( 12) Memorial sign or tablet. 
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a. May be installed as needed with the approval of the zoning administrator. 

b. Shall not exceed sixteen ( 16) square feet in area. 

(b) Commercial and Industrial District. 

( 1) Real estate sign. 

a. :hall not excee~ more than one ( 1) sign for each four hundred (4 00) feet of 
r~n~~?~ or portion t~ereof up to a maximum of two (2) signs per lot parcel 

es a 1s ment, or umt. , 

b. Sh~ll be removed ~rem the subject premises ,.vithin ten (10) days after the 
rea estate transactwn. 

c. Shall not be illuminated. 

d. Shall not exceed thirty two (32) square feet in area. 

(2) D /." • I • dJ ittea, ~:gn. ~ha_ll be posted no more than ninety (90) days before an election 
~nd_ remo~_ ed \:lt~m two (2) ,.veeks follov,ring the election in ,.vhich the candid t 
or issue) is elimmated or elected. a e 

(3) Fltlg. 

a. No po:1ion of any ~ag when extended to is maximum length shall be closer 
than eighteen (18) mches horizontally to a property line. 

b. No portion of any fla? i,vhen extended to its maximum length or flag pole 
shall ~e closer t~an eight (8) feet horizontally or vertically from any 
electncal conduit, public utility pole, or gtt)' wire. 

(4) Construction sign. 

a. Shall not exceed one (1) sign per active construction project for each 
contractor, subcontractor, or supplier. 

b. Shall not be illuminated. 

c. S_hall not exceed th_irty two (32) square feet in area for general contractor and 
six (6) square feet m area for any subcontractor or supplier. 

(5) Ground sign. 

a. 

b. 

C. 

One (I) sign per estab~ishment or group of establishments vAth a minimum 
street lot frontage of s1xt)' (60) linear feet or more. 

~hall not e,rneed a sign area equal to one ( 1) square foot for every two (2) 
h_near feet of street frontage, up to a maximum of ninety (90) square feet per 
ffigfr. 

Wh~~ the l~t frontage exceeds four hundred (400) linear feet, one (1) 
add1~1onal sign shall be permitted for each one hundred ( 100) linear feet 
portwn thereof, up to a maximum of three (3) signs. The total frontage ;h:~I 
be used to calculate the allowable sign area . 
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d. Structures on out parcels 'n'ith a single tenant having sixty (60) feet of 
frontage or more may have a separate sign subject to the restrictions above. 
The out parcel frontage shall not be subtracted in calculating the frontage of 
the group of establishments. 

e. Shall not exceed twenty five (25) feet in height. 

f. Shall provide a vertical clearance of nine (9) feet over any pedestrian 
walkway or fourteen ( l 4) feet over any vehicular driveway. 

g. Shall not be located less than eighteen ( 18) inches (measured horizontally 
from the closest part) from any public right of 1.vay line, adjacent property 
line or structure. 

h. Shall have a landscaped area around its base v,rhich eJ(tends a minimum 
distance of three (3) feet in all directions. Such landscaped area shall be 
completely covered by ground cover and shrubs, hedges, or similar 
vegetative materials . 

(6) Wall sign. 

a. One (1) sign per tenant 1.vhich shall not exceed a sign area equal to fifteen 
( 15) percent of the wall face area fronting on the principal street. 

b. Shall not extend above the roof or parapet of the building, 1.vhichever is 
greater. 

c. Shall be located on the principal street wall face of the tenant or building 
identified except that up to fifty (50) percent of such permitted sign area may 
be located on other wall faces . 

d. Projecting 1Nall signs shall provide a vertical clearance of nine (9) feet over 
any pedestrian 1.valhvay or fourteen ( 14) feet over any vehicular driveway. 
No part of a projected wall sign may be closer than eighteen ( 18) inches 
(measured horizontally to the closest part) to a property line . 

(7) Pedestrian sign. 

a. One ( 1) sign per tenant. 

b. Shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area. 

c. Shall provide a vertical clearance of nine (9) feet over any 1,valkway. 

(8) Reer Cl'ltrence sign. 

a. One ( l) sign per tenant. 

b. Shall not eJcceed six (6) square feet in area. 

(9) On site directio1wl or public service sign. 

a. May be installed as needed with the approval of the zoning administrator. 

b. Shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area. 
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( 10) Ojfpremise directional sign By conditional HSC. See section 5 56(j) 
Administration and Enforcement Conditional Uses. 

( 11) Public warning sig11. 

a. Shall not exceed four (4) square feet in area. 

b. Shall not exceed a reasonable number as determined by the zoning 
administrator. 

( 12) Window display sign. 

a. May be allowed at the discretion of the property ov,rner or tenant without 
permit 11,vhen otherwise consistent with this article. 

b. The area of ,,vindow sign shall not be subtracted from the allowed wall sign 
area: 

(13) Credit card sign. decal or emblem. 

a. Shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area. 

b. Shall not be subtracted from any allov,rable sign area. 

(14) Motor fuel price signs. 

a. Shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area per fuel. 

b. Shall not be subtracted from any allov,rable sign area. 

(15) Seesonal display or decoratio11. May be installed at the discretion of property 
owner or tenant without permit 1,vhen otherwise consistent 1.vith this article. 

( 16) Special event sign. 

a. May be installed as needed with the approval of the zoning administrator. 

b. Shall be limited to a one (1) month period of time. 

(17) hfemorial sig11 or tablet. 

a. May be installed as needed with the approval of the zoning administrator. 

b. Shall not exceed sixteen ( 16) square feet in area. 

(c) Government Use District. 

(l) Shall conform to the sign restrictions of the adjacent sign district. 

(2) \!/hen adjacent to t\vo (2) or more sign districts, the subject signs shall conform to 
the more restrictive regulations . 

(d) Planned District. 

( 1) Signage restrictions shall be recommended by the county planning and zoning 
board and approved by the board of county commissioners pursuant to site plat 
review in accordance with article 24 of the zoning ordinance of the county. 
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(2) Signs not specifically included in site plan reviev.,r may, at the option of the zoning 
administrator, be permitted in conformance with the restrictions of the Residential 
District. 

(e) Resort Q1p•er!ay District. The regulations of the applicable sign district apply, mrnept as 
provided herein. 

( l) Grou11d sign. 

a. Shall not exceed thirteen (13) feet in height. 

b. Shall have a landscaped area around its base 1.vhich extends a distance in all 
directions equal to one half (V2) of the sign's height. 

c. Shall not be internally illuminated or constructed of materials normally used 
for internally illuminated signs. 

(2) Well sign. Shall not be internally illuminated. 

See. 5 55. Prohibited signs or sign eharaeteristies. 

The following list enumerates prohibited signs or prohibited sign characteristics: 

(a) Roof signs. 

(b) Off premise signs, except valid off premises directional signs and off premises signs 
relocated pursuant to section 5 56(d)(3)c. 

(c) Portable or trailer signs . 

(d) Sidewalk or sandwich signs. 

(e) Banners, pennants and similar decorations except as may be pennitted as a special 
event sign. 

(f) Flashing, moving, animated or noise making signs, except for public service signs 
displaying date, time, temperature and community service information. 

(g) Signs displaying any lewd, lascivious, obscene, indecent or immoral \Vritten or graphic 
message. 

(h) Signs '>Vhich falsely simulate emergenC)' vehicles, traffic control devices, official 
public signs, or otherwise constitute a traffic hazard by reason of size, location, 
content, coloring, or method of illumination. 

(i) Signs that advertise an activity, business, product, or service no longer conducted or 
available on the parcel of land on which the sign is located or abandoned signs. 

U) Signs placed within the public right of way, except as allowed herein, or erected by or 
at the direction of the local, state or federal governments. 

(k) Signs attached to any tree, shrub, plant, utility pole, street light, sidev~•alk, fire hydrant, 
bridge or other similar public property. 
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See. 5 5(i. Administration and cnforeement. 

(a) Cenfornumee required. No person shall place, erect or maintain, or cause to be placed, 
erected or maintained, any sign or advertising strncture unless it is in confonnance ·.vith the 
provisions of this article. 

(b) PcrH'lits required. 

( l) Awlicetien for permit. Application for a permit shall be filed 1,vith the building and 
zoning department on the form prescribed by the department. Each application shall 
contain the following information: 

a. Name and address of the owner of the sign. 

b. Name of contractor, firm , or individual , including name, address and telephone 
number, installing or altering sign. 

c. Street address and legal description of building (or structure) and/or lot on ·.vhich 
the sign is to be placed or maintained. 

d. Two (2) legible drawings to scale 1,vith description and dimensions, shov,ing 
position of sign in relation to lot lines, nearby buildings or structures, other signs 
on the same premises, sidewalks, streets and intersections. 

e. Tv,ro (2) legible dravlings or prints ·.vhich contain specifications and structural 
details of the method of construction and installation. The specifications shall 
show dimensions, elevation drawing, means of support, method of illumination 
and any other significant aspect of the proposed sign. 

f. Statement of valuation of sign to be erected. 

g. Any other information required by the building and zoning department in order to 
carry out the purpose and intent of this article. 

(2) Fee schedu{e. The following fees shall be required in order to accommodate the 
administrative costs associated ·.vith sign permit reviev,·s and the inspections for the 
installation, erection or placement of any sign requiring a permit. 

Gest e>fSigH Pemttt 
Fee 

r T- ~- <r 1 f\f\ f\f\ $2§.99 .._,, ...., '-'-' '-4,1 ..t. .., .... . vv 

$199.99 $§99.99 W:00 
$§99.99 $1 ,999.99 ~ 

a. In addition, a fee of five dollars ($§ .99) shall be charged for each additional one 
thousand dollars ($1 ,999.99) or fraction thereof above two thousand dollars 
($2,999.99) . 

b. No additional building permit is required, except for illuminated signs or signs 
requiring electrical service ·.vhich shall be required to obtain an electrical permit, 
in addition to the fees stated above. 
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(3) Revocatim1 &/permit. The building may revoke a permit or approval, issued under the 
provisions of this section, in case there has been any false statement, concealment or 
misrepresentations as to a material fact in the application or plans on which the permit 
or approval was based. 

(4) Permit Emd fee exemptio11s. The following types of signs shall not be required to have a 
pem1it or be subject to the above fees , but shall meet all other appropriate requirements 
of this article: 

a. Real estate sign. 

b. Residential or professional nameplates . 

c. Political sign. 

d. Construction sign. 

e. Window display signs. 

f. Credit card sign , decal or emblem. 

g. P-ublic 1.Naming sign. 

h. Flag emblem or insignia of the United States, the State of Florida or other public 
or private entity. 

1. Seasonal display or decoration not advertising a product, service or establishment. 

J. Signs erected in the public right of 1,vay by the federal , state, or local 
governments. 

k. Temporary subdivision or development signs. 

I. On site directional signs, except those requiring electrical service. 

(5) Fee exemption. The following types of signs shall not be subject to a permit fee bat 
shall be required to have a permit and meet all other appropriate requirements of this 
article: 

a. Directional or public service sign. 

b. Special event sign. 

c. Memorial sign or tablet. 

(c) Construction standards. 

( l) F!oridft Building Code. All signs regulated by this article shall be constructed and 
installed in accordance \Vith the Florida Building Code as adopted by the county. 

(2) Maintenance. All signs regulated by this article shall be maintained in accordance 1.vith 
the Florida Building Code as adopted by the county. 

(3) Clearance. 

a. Signs shall be located in such a 1.vay that they maintain horizontal and vertical 
clearance of all overhead electrical conductors in accordance ·.vith the Florida 
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(d) 

~~:;i:.::e (8) liaet Roria~HlaHY :: ::~~:~:~ "Zo:s::;::~:.:::I ::~:7,11
;:::1~:se• 

or guy vnre. ' 

Building Code specifications H " ' ,, • 

b. On a comer lot parcel or tract • , d • • • be allo,.·ed in s' h m any1stnct, no sign or landscape material shall 
"' uc a manner as to materially imnede • ·isio I-. t L. • 

tv,ro and one half (21~) B d . P ~ n ue ween a tte1ght of 

intersecting public :tre:se~:~uce~gch:!~r ~~:,a::r::l~h:rc~:~::~ine grade of the 

(4) ~;; t1m~net?d sir1s. The light from any illuminated sign or lig-hts utilized for sign 
1 ummat1on s-all be h d d h. 1,.1 • 

0 

. ~ s a e , s ie ued, or d1Fected so that the light intensit , or 
bnghtness shall neither adversely affect the surroundin • y • 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

te:eral. _Any sign or ad~·ertis_ing structure •n·hich by its height, area, location 
an scapmg, method of illummation use or structural d ' 

requirements of this article shall be ;enn~d nonconfi s~pportoes not confo1m to the ormmg. 

~l~~~-e~ions !0
1 

:~:ncoriforming sig;~s. No nonconforming sign shall be structurally 

ex:e;t =a~s:~~ ~i::~e:a~~~u~,ht into c~nfo:mity ·.vith_ the re_quirements of this article, 
in copy. a~ e nom1a mamtenance mcludmg repainting or changes 

Conhntt6l;#on end removal. 

a. 

b. 

C. 

6 ll nonconfo • • • b. :f:; h rmi_ng on premise signs that 1uere properly permitted and eJ(isting 
-:~~~ :1 e effectrv~ dat~ of t~is article, except for portable or trailer signs and 

:~ ev~: E or sa_n?w1ch s1g~s m _any district, may continue in use in accordance "'ith 
e o er prov1s1ons of this article. "' 

b :f:; th m . prem1~e signs t at were properly permitted and existing 
e~re :, e ~~tP,:e ~ate of this a~icle eJwept for off premise signs \Vithin the 

Reso_rt_ 0 • erlay ~1stnct, may contmue in use in accordance 1vvith the other 
prov1s10ns of this article. 

All nonconferming of:f • • h 

[t is t~e i~tent ?f the sign ordinance to allo·w the owners of nonconformin off 
p~".'.'.se signs m th_e Resort Overlay Distriet and portable or trailer signs a~d 
s~ :v• al~ or ~~ndwwh signs m an_y district to recover the residual economic value 
o t e sign o'er a reasonable penod of time. Therefere: 

I. 

2. 

Any nonconforming off premise sign in the Resort Overlay District shall be 
re~oved no later than two (2) years from the date of the adoption of this 
article. 

~ha!! ~et exce~d an ag~egate area of three hundred (300) sqaare feet 
mc~udmg a!l tnm, moldmg, or skirting or the area of the relocated sign 
whichever 1s smaller. 
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3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

~~a!,1, not exceed an ~xteri~r dimension of thirty (30) feet horizontally or 
tv, e ~ e (12) feet verttcally mcluding all trim molding or sk . f , , If mg. 

:e:l~;;)t ~:~~ed a total height above natural grade or ground level of ti.venty 

Shall be located a minimum of twenty fi"e (25) ~ t :§ •• . . • ~erom any nght of rnay 
or emstmg on premise sign and five (5) feet from any other property li~~-

Shall_not ?e located within one thousand (1,000) feet of any other off 
premise sign located on the same side of a street or highv,ray. 
A ff . . ~~ o premise sign_ may be single faced or double faced, providing both 
~i es ~e the same size and shape, are parallel to each other and are miHor 
i:age m shape. A_ V shaped sign or double faced sign shall be considered as 
hvo (2) separate signs and each sign face shall be permitted separately. 

:~o ~ortion of the supporting structure shall be visible above any ad"ertising 
1sp ay area. ' 

Off premise signs with a back exposed to view in whole or in part shall ha"e 
the back ?f such sign covered, screened, or painted to blend in with the ' 
surroundmg area. 

10. Sha~! be adequately co,~ered and securely anchored in accordance with 
sectlon 5 56(c)(l) of this article. 

11 . There shall be no _sta~ked off premise signs . \!/here such signs eKist in the 
R;fsort O~rerl~y Distnct, only one _(l) sign face from a single faced stacked 
o premise sign or onl)' one (I) sign face from each side of a stacked 
double faced or V shaped sign may be relocated. 

12. \~'here the same indiv~dua~, partnership, or corporation owns tv,'O (2) or more 
smgle_ faced off premise signs, the signs may not be relocated unless 
~~,mbme~ to create on_e (l) double faced or V shaped sign structure for each 
t~o (2) smgle_ faced signs . If only one (1) single faced sign is owned or ifa 
smgl~ fac_ed sign results from the required combining, then a single off 
premise sign may be located. 

(4) ,Vati,wal damage. Destruction of a nonconforming sign: No sign which has been 
damaged by any means to an extent of more than sixty (60) percent of the f.i • I 
"ah:1e of th · · d • 1 _ alf maHet 
:
1
: h he sig~ Imme I~te Y pnor to damage, shall be restored, except in conformity 

.vit _t e regulatI~ns ~f this article, and all rights as a nonconforming use are 
~ermi~~ed. lf ~ sign 1s damaged by less than sixty (60) percent of the fair market value 
it may e repa_!fed or reconstructed and used as before the time of damage " · d d ' 
that such repa • , pro~ 

1 

e lf or reconstruction be substantially completed i,vithin twelve (12) mo th 
after the date of such damage. n s 

(e) Removal &}signs. 
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( l) !!:::s!::s\olation of this article may be removed in accordance with the following 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

Vactmtpremise. A sign shall be removed by the ovmer or lessee of th • 
T'hen t:~lestablishment which it advertises is no longer active If the :.~~::~~es 
-esseeai s tor , , ·d • • • iN -
thirty (30) d ::~,o.' e sa1 s_1gn, the zonmg administrator shall give the ovmer 

. a)~ v, ntten notICe to remove it. Upon failure to com I , rnith said 
~llotlee, the '""'7 admiHislfillor sfiall seek remo.al of tile sigri i:a:e:rdaeee ... ;th 

e prov1s1ons o section 5 56(e)(2). " 

p,. l "b" d I ' , ~ri;tt: , U/'l~awful, fl!'ld noncol'tforming signs. At the tem1ination of the time 
peno_ s ~r which prohibited, unlawful, or nonconformino- • • 
"".'.',•m aeder this se~tioe: all such sigris ~laeed E!fld maie;;.:~~s ::~==•~:•d to 
pnt~ ate property m v10~at1on of the section shall be given thirty (30) days' ncritten 
no ICe to r~mov_e the ~10lation by the zoning administrator. Upon failurn t;· 
comply " 11th said t h • " ~ no ICe, t e zonmg administrator shall seek remo· 'al of the si • 
accordance v11th the provisions of section 5 56(e)(2). "' gn m 

~i/aint?>''la~ce. ~II signs and ad,,_,ertising structures regulated by this section shall 
e mamtamed m accordance with the provisions of the Florida B ·1d· C d 

The O" 'ner o l I' • UI mg o e _nressee Or any ~ign ~hat is unsightly because of a deterioration or .lack 
of mamtenance shall be notified m ·,vriting and allo"'ed thirty (30) d t 'd · I · vv ays o correct 
sa1 v10 at1ons. Upon failure to comply with said notice the z • d • • 
shall seel I f h · , onmg aummistrator 5~(e)(2)." remova o t e sign in accordance ·with the pro.,·isions of section 5 

~:·isanc?s; ~batemen.'. Any sign ·n1hich is erected, used or maintain in "iolation of 
t is section 1s hereby declared to be a • bl' d • • ' forthwith removed. pu ic an pnvate nuisance an:d shall be 

(2) Co~rt costs._ I~ the owner or lessee fails to comply 1vvith the notice provided b , the 
zonmg ~dmm1s~r~tor, as set forth herein, within thirty (30) days of the date it)is ma·l d 
the zomng admm1strator sh al I advise the board of cou t , • • 

1 
e ' , . . . n ) comm1ss1oners. The board of 

coun~ commi~s10ner_s m~y.' m _addi~ion to the penalties provided herein:, seek the 
remo' al of a sign whwh is m v10lat1on of this article and shall be entitled to " 
court costs and attorney's fees . reco • er 

(f) Inte~·pretation~. In an_y application: of this section: ·,vhere a question of in:terpretation arises 

!~:tt;:::~~~tlon ·.vh,ch most effectively accomplished the objectives stated in: section 5 52 

(g) 

(h) 

!;~'r~~·:1;~~:~dbu;d~;1- co~_ !f any con:flict appears ~o exist in the application of this section: 
, , h a ui . mg o e to the regulation of signs and advertising structures in the 

county, t e more strmgent shall prevail. 

A{?~a~. ,",?Y person aggrieved by any decisions of the zoning administrator in the 
a mm1st:a_t10n or enforce~ent of this article, except as to removal to a si n, ma , a eal 
such dec1s1on to the planning and zoning board, providing such appeal isgfiled .;,it:~he 
secretary of the board within thirty (30) days of the date of the action which is ~~e subject of 
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such appeal. The appeal shall be heard at the ne)(t regular meeting of the planning and 
zoning board. 

(i) Variances. Not withstanding anything contained herein to the contrary, the county planning 
and zoning board may grant a variance from the requirements hereof subject to the 
follov,,ing criteria: 

(1) An application for a variance to the provisions contained herein shall be limited to 
variations in height, area, setback, number, amortization schedule, landscaping, and 
similar requirements. Nothing in this section shall permit the erection or maintenance 
of signs which are prohibited in section 5 55 Prohibited signs or sign characteristics. 

(2) An application for variance shall be completed in accordance ·.vith article 5, section 
5.05 , Nassau County Zoning Code. 

(3) An application for a variance shall be subject to the criteria established in article 3, 
section 3.04(B)(3), a. th:rough g. , Nassau County Zoning Code. 

(4) In granting any variance, the planning and zoning board may attach appropriate 
conditions and safeguards. Violation of such conditions and safeguards, when made a 
part of the terms under which the variance is granted, shall be deemed a violation of 
this article. 

(5) The planning and zoning board may establish a reasonable time limit vlithin v,hich the 
action for 1Nhich the variance is required shall be started and completed. 

(j) Cond-itionel uses. Not withstanding anything contained herein to the contrary, the county 
planning and zoning board may allow the erection and maintenance of an off premise 
directional sign as a conditional use subject to the follov,cing conditions: 

(I) Shall be limited to lodging, eating, service, and similar establishments and attractions, 
including real estate developments, located on Amelia Island. 

(2) Shall be I imited to the name of the establishment, product or service, hours of 
operation, location, and directions to the location. No general advertising for specific 
products by name shall be permitted. 

(3) Shall not exceed thirteen (13) feet in overall sign height, including trim or molding. 

(4) Shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet in sign area, including trim or molding. 

(5) May be externally illuminated. 

(6) An application for a conditional use shall be completed in accordance with article 5, 
section 5.03 , Nassau County Zoning Code. 

(7) When considering conditional use for an off premise directional sign, the planning and 
zoning board shall make a written finding that the conditional use satisfied the 
following criteria: 

a. The directional signage is required for a business, service, or establishment 
located on Amelia Island in order for a visitor or tourist to reasonably locate the 
business, service, or establishment. 
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b. 

C. 

~~l~ ::tta~~i~~7~nt, m~intenance, or operation of the off premise directional sign 
;• d . t nmenta to or_ endanger the public health, safety, or general ',1,'elfare 
n l( ts no co~trary t? established standards, regulations, or ordinances of other 

go, emmenta agencies. 

enJ oyment of other t • 1,. • • u ) t es net t e . . prnpeq' m ttte immediate vicinity nor substantially diminish 
or impair prnperty values within the area. 

Th_e off premise directional sign will not adversely impact or und I , • t • h 

d. !~: ~ff premise :irec~ional sign vlill not hinder the ordefly and harmonious 
eve opment of, ,melta Island or surrounding property. 

(8) The ~l~nnin~ a~d ~oning board, in granting the conditional use, ma , im ose an , 
cond1t10ns, hm1tat10ns, or restrictions necessary to carry out the int;nt o~ this a~cle. 

(9) :hha~i°:!:~:~r:=s::::~=~n~go~~s ~~an~ed for a speci~c business or establishment and 
ei usmess or establishment. 

(10) Exi_sting o~fyremise directional signs shall be considered a conformin si n nrith 

:::::1;•;:1,:~:! ::e.i:.•:,:•.~h1~:f!:~;;:::; ,:;::~i:~:ele, if the ~-~ee; sig: wes 

~h:~hf:,c:~~eh d:::sti;~h ?ff P:e~ise directional signs granted a valid conditional use on 
. n, . ~ . o_ is artlc e, may elect to enlarge, reduce, or otherwise modif r said 

StgR w:•~•• !he l11a11s of the above req•iremeats witheot atldilieaal review by th: 
coun1? p annmg an? zonmg board provided the plans for such modifications are 
su~m1tted for permit approYal v,ithin hvelve ( 12) months of the effecti"e date of th . 
article. " 1s 

See. 5 57. Definitions. 

J\ d. t. · ns use m ttttS article, the following words and te h ll h " h • • ascribed: rms s a a• e t e meanmgs herem 

( I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

~~ban6!:°n~d sigH mean~ a sign is abandoned if the land use or business advertised on 
~t sign I~ no longer hcen~ed, no longer has a certificate of occupanc ', or is no Ion er 

domg busmess at the location of the sign or location noted on the sig:. g 

i~1ime;e~ sign _means ~ sign_ with ph~rsical ?r light action or motion or the appearance 
t e~eo '. mcludmg _lent1cula~1on, and mcludmg ·.vind actuated elements, rotating, 
=-atmg, fluttenng, flashmg, or swinging signs, banners, but mrnluding allowed 

B~nner m_eans a si_gn_ made of cloth, fabric, paper, nonrigid plastic of similar material 
with or w1t_hout pnn_tm~, _lettering or other graphic design. Includes streamers and 
pennants displayed mdividually or in groups, along a string or other line . 

Billboard. See off premises sign. 
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(5) 9:t:Slruct:on s_ign means a t~mporary sign identifying those engaged in or in-'ol,,ed 
n cons ruction on any b1:11ld • • t l d • • ~ • 
toilets or construction trni1~rs~mg sie, exc u mg signs at construction sites on portable 

(6) Credit card signs means signs ·.vhich indicate an advertiser offers credit under c 
cards such as Master Charge Carte Blanch "IS A Bani A • d tr harge A · c ' ' r n, (nmencar ~ 1ner's Ch1b 
nmencan DXpress, private brand labels, etc. , , 

(7) ~iJ=cti;::~l ~ign means a sign erected by an official government agency within a public 
g o_ .va:)_ to ?enote the name of any thoroughfare · to oint h , • , 

edaei'toonal msUIHtion, pablic bHildings, l!isooric pla~e,.:; 1!0,;:1\: :::::,•:::; etfy, 

~:~~i:;e~ra::c; an~ to_ denote any railroad crossing, bridge, or oth~r transportation 
r_ . e co?ven_1ence and safety of the general public. A sign located on fi, rate 

property g1vmg dlfections or infonnation about an establishment mitho t d :- .' e t th b · " u a ve 1smg (~~:p ~at ~H:•aess logos""' pefffli..,d. Sttel! aame aadlor logo sl!all aot e,eeed H;;;, 
:, percent o a sign area. 

(8) ~:~:?toi~ s~f~~ means a si~n 1.vhich lists only the names of individuals or businesses 
" m a m mg, or contiguous buildings of one (I) premises. 

(9) Double faced sigl'1 means a sign "'ith t"'O (2) faces of I • d h b I d II I . . ff v equa size an s ape, back to 
ac c, an para e , each sign bemg a min-or image shape of the other side . 

( l 0) f!lashi1_1g si~ means a?y _sign v~ith a light or lights which flash, blink, cut on and off 
mt~~m1ttent~) ' cha_nge m !?tensity or otherwise create the illusion of flashing or 
mo~ ement, mcludmg lent1culation. 

( 11) Flag 1:1ea_ns an emblem or insignia of the United States, State of Florida or other 
orgamzatton or entity usually made of cloth or similar nonrigid material'. 

( 12) Ground_sign means any sign including a pole sign placed upon or supported by the 
ground mdependent of any other structure. 

( I 3) Gro~i" t_estEblishments means two (2) or more commercial , industrial, or public 
esta 1s ments that share common frontage, access points, off street. 

( 14) !de'.1tifi_rn~io~'l sign means a sign which contains no advertising and the message of 
wh1c~ 1s hm1ted to conveying street numbers, the name, address, and number~ of the 
premises, or the name of the owner or occupant of the premises. 

( 15) llluminated siocn means a sign •11hich gi"es forth rt "fi • Jr h • from an artificial source. ~• ' a I cia ig t or reflects such hght 

( 16) kfemorial sign means a sign or tablet indicating only the name of the build · d ' 
the ~ate o~ the construction of the building and ,,vhich is an integral part of 

1

t~! ::i~:;ngc 
and is cut mto a masonry surface or constructed of metal. 

0 

(l 7) 1~ 11~~:,'7'~e mea~s a sig~ in?i?ating the name or address of the occupant or resident of 
t 1e "'e mg unit to which 1t 1s attached. 

(l 8) Mo I'. • • 'r~nco~rorHung szgn means any sign •,vhich does not comply \Vith the regulations of 
this article or subsequent amendments. 
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( 19) Offpremises sign means any sign which advertises a use, establishment, product, or 
service that is sold, produced, manufactured, or furnished at a place other than on the 
property on which said sign is located. 

(20) O{fpre,"l'lises directionel sign means a sign giving directions or infom1ation about an 
establishment. 

(21) Out percel means a parcel of pro pert)' containing a single structure ,vith one (1) tenant 
located within a group of establishments which may be separately owned or leased 
from the mvner of the group of establishments. 

(22) Perf±f}et means that portion of a facade that extends above the roof immediately 
adjacent thereto. 

(23) Perso1q means individuals, partnerships, associations, corporations, trust, company, or 
other entities. 

(24) Pedestrifm sign means a sign which is attached to the underside of a cantilevered roof, 
portico, overhang that extends from the wall face of an establishment or use and covers 
a pedestrian passageway. 

(25) Politirnl sign means any temporary sign used to influence a local, county, state, or 
national election. 

(26) Principal street means abutting street 1.vith the highest daily traffic volume. 

(27) Porteble sign means a moveable sign not secured or permanently affixed to a building, 
structure, or the ground (also a mobile, trailer, sidewalk, or sandwich sign). 

(28) Public sign means a sign placed under the authority of duly authorized government 
officials, including traffic signs, legal notices, public warning signs, signs on public 
buildings, or pablic service signs . 

(29) Public se1Tice sigl'l means a sign providing community service information or 
identifying the location of community facilities or services without commercial 
advertising. Shall include civil clubs, churches, and similar organizations. 

(30) Public wami19:g sigH means a sign pro~'iding safety instructions, danger signs, 
trespassing signs, and similar information without commercial advertising. 

(31) Reel esttlPe sig1'! means a temporary sign indicating that the lot on which the sign is 
located, or any bailding or structure located thereon, is for sale, rent, or lease, but shall 
not include rooming house signs. 

(32) Roof means the outside top covering of a building. 

(a) F'lat means a roof which is not pitched and the surface of v1hich is parallel to the 
ground. 

(b) Gehle means a ridged roof forming a gable at both ends of the building. 

(c) Gembrel means a gabled roof vAth two (2) slopes on each side, the lower steeper 
than the upper (in current use, the upper slope may be flat). 
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(d) Hip means a roof with sloping ends and sides. 

(e) ~~1tln::r~ means_ a roof with two slopes on each of four (4) sides, the lov,rer steeper 
an e upper (m current use the upper slope may be flat) . 

(33) Roof line means the uppermost line of the roof includ· d f • • or in th f ' mg mansar roe s of a bmldmg 
, e case o an CJ(tended facade , the uppermost height of said fi d, H 111 " , 

the ease of a slanted roof or A fram , _ aea e. o" e'er, m 
of said roof. n: e t; pe roof, roof !me refers to the lmver most edge 

(34) :ot/ign means any sign erected or constructed wholly upon or O"er the roof of a , 
Ul--mg. ' n; 

(3 5) Seasor1eJ displav meafl:s s • • d • h 
1
. d ,- . igns oiecoratwns of a temporary nature utilized during 

0t 1 b~): or se~sonal p_enods, providing that no advertisement of a product ser ·ice or 
es a 1s rnent 1s permitted. ' ' ' 

(36) Sidewalk or sandwich sign. See portable sign. 

(37) ~:,~ :~an~
1
~ny v,c~iting (includi~g letter, ',vork, or numeral) ; pictorial representation 

c u mg I ustrat10n or decoration) ; emblem (includiHg service mark s ·mbol or 
trade mark) ; flag (?anner or pennant); aHy other figure or character- 0 / a: , stru~ture or 
part thereof on 1uh1~h _ such writing, pictorial representation , emble~, flag'or other 
figure or cha~acter 1s mstalled or placed (except a building to ,,vhich the sa , b 
attached) which: me ma; e 

(a) Is used to inform, attract attention or advertise ; and 

(b) !:,readi_l_y visib,l.~ fro~ _an~ public pl_aee ~ff the premises where the sign is located. 
,; rhene~ ~r the word sign appears m this section, the same shall include 
advertlsmg structure" . 

(38) Sig,~, area ?1eans the background area upon which the copy area is placed. Where the 
:opi a~ea ~ attached to t~e wall of a buildiHg, the 1.vall shall not be construed to be the 

_ae c?rn~~- area of the s1gH uHless it is an integral part of the sig:n The entire face of a 
s1 g:n me l:l-mg the a,.1,, .... . • ~ • 

0 

• . o _u '. en1smg surrace and aHy frammg, trim or molding, but not 
mcludmg the supportmg structure. 

(39) Special event sign means a sign which calls attention t b • • • . . . . o a usmess p10mot1on grand 
openmg, c1v1c _ event _or meetmg or other similar activity of a temporary natur~ For the 
:urpose_~ of this secti_on, a ba~er constructed of cloth, paper or similar materi~l shall 

e eons1 ered a special event s1gH. 

(4 0) S~ecked sign or outdoor ad,•ertising sign or billboard, means a stacked or multi le 
billboar_ds that are two (2) or more billboards grouped vertically regardless of p 
supportmg systems. 

(41) Temporary s1,1bdivisio11 or development sign means a form of a real estate sign placed 
ne~r the entry to a new subdivision or development providing information on the 
d~~ eloper, sales _agen~ a~d relevaHt purchase information. May iHelude a map or 
diagram of area 1dent1fymg properties for sale. 
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(42) V slw-ped sign means any sign 1Nhich has tv~'o (2) faces that are not parallel, (not to 
include sandv,rich signs and "A" frame signs). A "V" shaped sign shall not have an 
included angle of not more than thirty (30) degrees . 

(4 3) Value 0-fsign means the value of a sign shall be the stated value, as listed on the permit 
for construction on file with the building official. 

(44) Wall.face means the entire building front , including the parapet. 

(45) Wall sig,u means any sign installed parallel to and flush against the face of the outside 
wall of a building, supported by the building and which has only one (I) advertising 
surface. 

(4 6) Windew sig:u means any sign placed on the inside or outside of any window of any 
building or door and which is visible from any public right of way' . This does not 
include merchandise on display. 

(47) Zoning administralor means the planning and zoning director or that person to \Vhom 
is charged with the interpretation, administration and enforcement of this article. 

See. 5 58. Penalties fur Yiolations. 

It shall be unlav,rful to violate any of the provisions of this article and any violation thereof 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment 
for a term not mrneeding siJ(ty (60) days or by both such fine and imprisonment. Each day that a 
violation shall continue to exist shall be considered a separate violation and may be prosecuted 
as such. The zoning administrator, after consultation with the county attorney, shall be 
authorized by the county to execute affidavits of violations and provide same to the office of the 
state attorney. 

In addition, the violation of any provision of this article, as now existing or hereafter 
amended, may be restricted by injunction, including a mandatory injunction, or otherwise abated 
in any manner provided by law. Such a suit or action may be instituted and maintained by the 
board of county commissioners. 

In addition, the violation of any provision of this article, as now existing or hereafter 
amended, may be enforced by the county code enforcement officers in accordance with chapters 
125 and 162, parts I and II, Florida Statutes. 

SECTION 2. CODIFICATION. 

It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners for Nass au County that the provisions 
of this Ordinance shall become and shall be made part of the Code of Ordinances of Nassau 
County, Florida. The sections of this Ordinance may be re-numbers or re-lettered and the words 
may be changed to section, article or other such appropriate word or phrase in order to 
accomplish such intention. The Nassau County Clerk of Courts will ensure that this Ordinance is 
codified into, and published, as part of the Nass au County Code of Ordinances. 
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SECTION 3. CONFLICTING PROVISIONS. 

All ordinances, or parts of ordinances, in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby 
repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY. 

It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners of Nassau County, Florida, and is hereby 
provided, that if any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or provision of this Ordinance 
is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or 
unconstitutionality shall not be so construed as to render invalid or unconstitutional the remaining 
provisions of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon filing with the Secretary of State as provided in Florida 
Statutes, Section 125.66. 

ADOPTED THIS 28th DAY OF July, 2025 BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA 

~ -

ATTEST AS TO CHAIRMAN' S SIGNATURE: 
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A. M. "HUPP" HUPPMANN 
Chairman 
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Its: Ex-Officio Clerk 

Approved as to form by the Nassau County Attorney: 

DENISE C. MAY 
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FLORIDA D EPARTMENT of STATE 
' . 

RON DESANTIS 
Governor 

July 31 , 2025 

John A. Crawford 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Nassau County 
76347 Veteran's Way, Suite 456 
Yulee, Florida 32097 

Dear John Crawford: 

CORD BYRD 
Secretary of State 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your 
electronic copy of Nassau County Ordinance No. 2025-015, which was filed in this offi ce on July 31, 2025 . 

Sincerely, 

Alexandra Leijon 
Administrative Code and Register Director 

AL/dp 

R. A. Gray Building • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 
Telephone: (850) 245-6270 




